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Last fall, we developed a new approach to
work-based learning. We expanded our
program to provide 8 weeks of customer
service and social emotional learning
followed by an opportunity for a 4-month
internship at YEP's bike shop or thrift store.

In addition to offering online and in-person
classes, YEP students are now able to take
sections of the high school equivalency
exam directly at YEP, getting immediate
results. This year, we've already celebrated 26
new HISET Grads!

In-person Summer Camp is back! Starting

in June, we're hosting two 3-week camps,
complete with swimming, field trips, sports,
arts and crafts, and healthy meals. We're
also offering a week-long teen camp in July,
where participants will tour local universities
and explore career paths.

Thanks to individual donor and foundation
support, YEP Mentors is hiring additional
Youth Advocates and an Education
Coordinator to increase program capacity
and duration of services.

How can you make a positive impact in a young person’s life? At YEP, mentoring is at the core of
what we do, so we asked some of our experts to weigh in. Here are some tips from a few of our
professional Youth Advocates on how to be a good mentor.

Keep Your Word.

“Young people need to

know that a mentor is real.
You can make a thousand
promises, but what promises
do you keep with your
actions? What promises do
you keep by showing up?”

Have an Open Mind.

“Don’t assume a rigid role.
Someone might need a big
sister or a young teacher.
Others might just need a
minute to breathe. You allow
them to decide how the
relationship looks.”

Be Patient.

“We expect results, but
they’re not going to come

at your time or pace. They're
going to come when kids
have built trust, when they're
ready to fully open up to you.
Once you build that trust
with them, doors will open.”

Listen First.

“The best thing to do is
listen before you can give
someone any advice. They
need to know you're not
here to fuss at them or scold
them. You're here to listen to

what they need.”

Set Expectations.

“One of the first things I tell
young people is that I'm
available almost all of

the time because I'm not
available 24/7. It's important
to be clear from the
beginning what you can and
can'’t provide.”

Be Authentic.

“Be who you are with a
young person because they
can see through it if you're
not. Be yourself, and treat
them the way you wish
adults had treated you when
you were younger.”




We asked YEP Educates students what they would want their
future self to remmember about who they are today.

Dear Future Shawn:

The thing | want you to remember in the future is the work
ethic, motivation, integrity, and respect you had in the past.
Those things you carry with you show the type of person you
are. | believe if you kept saying, “l quit,” then you were also
going to quit on life, so that's one of the many reasons why you
should stay motivated and keep working. | hope your future is
bright for you.

Dear Future Yvette:

What | like about you is that you don't give up, and you love
everyone. One day in this life, | hope you are a high school
graduate and are able to help someone else.

Dear Future Lula:

| want my future self to know that you have achieved a lot. You
know what you have to do to make a difference in your life. |
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YEP THRIFT WORKS

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT PROJECT
———————————

1600 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd.
New Orleans, LA 70113

YEP Bike Works offers students an introduction
to bike mechanics and customer service.

Shop for or donate your new and used bicycles,
parts, and accessories.

1604 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd.
Monday-Friday 10am-5pm



